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Preface
First and formost, I do not own any of this (Players, 

International Confederations, the tournament, pictures), 
and I am in no way shape or form intending on profiting on 
this.

Secondly, I just wanted to make it obviously clear; I do not 
claim to be a football expert. I am just a passionate fan who 
wanted to make something. That being said, I made a lot of 
effort to find accurate and relevant information about all 
the things I covered. And while it was very time consuming 
and difficult, I had fun making this, and I hope you have fun 
reading it too.

Cheers,
u/Misteuh from reddit



Table of Contents

How it Works . . . . . . . 4

Past World Cups . . . . . 5

About Qatar . . . . . . 11

The World Cup Ball . . . . 12

Teams that Didn't Qualify . .  14

Where in The World . . . . 16

Meet the Teams
(plus stadiums) . . . . . . 17

Young Stars . . . . . . 98

The Kits . . . . . .  99

Schedule . . . . . 109

Bracket . . . . . 110

Refrences . . . . 111 



How the World Cup Works

The Fifa World Cup is the biggest tournament in 
world football. Every four years, 32 teams from

across the world travel to a host nation to compete.
These 32 teams are selected through each 

confederation's qualification round; 13 from Europe, 
5 from Africa, 3 or 4* from North, Central 

America and the Caribbean, 4 or 5* from Asia, 
4 or 5* from South America, 0 or 1* from Oceania

and one spot for the hosts.
*(there is an intercontinental playoff for these spots) 

For the tournament, the 32 teams are split into 8
groups made up of 4 teams each. These 4 teams

play each other once. Points are awarded per result;
3 for a win, 1 for a draw and 0 for a loss. The top 2
teams in terms of points advance to the knockout 

rounds*.
*(in case of a tie, there are tie breaking statistics,

the most common being goal differential which is the
number of goals scored minus the number of goals

conceded. In a tie the team with the higher GA goes through)

The 16 teams that make it out enter a single elimination
knockout round, with extra time then penalty 

shootouts to decide a winner, if needed. The round
of 16 is followed by Quarter Finals, Semi Finals, a 
third place match, and then the Final; the winner

of which is crowned champion.



A Brief Look At

Past
World Cups

The Previous 5 Tournaments to be Exact



Golden Ball         Golden Boot        Golden Glove       

LANDON DONNOVANRONALDO NAZARIO
            (8 GOALS)

OLIVER KAHN

Winners - Brazil

Best Young Player

OLIVER KAHN



Golden Ball         Golden Boot        Golden Glove       

LUKAS PODOLSKIMIROSLAV KLOSE
        (5 GOALS)

ZINEDINE ZIDANE

Winners - Italy

Best Young Player

GIANLUIGI BUFFON



Golden Ball         Golden Boot        Golden Glove       

THOMAS MULLERTHOMAS MULLER
        (5 GOALS)

DIEGO FORLAN

Winners - SPAIN

Best Young Player

ILKER CASILLAS



Golden Ball         Golden Boot        Golden Glove       

PAUL POGBAJAMES RODRIGUEZ
          (6 GOALS)

LIONEL MESSI

Winners - GERMANY

Best Young Player

MANUEL NEUER

2014



Golden Ball         Golden Boot        Golden Glove       

KYLIAN MBAPPEHARRY KANE
       (6 GOALS)

LUKA MODRIC

Winners - FRANCE

Best Young Player

THIBOUT COURTOIS



Fun Fact
Qatar is the first country to 

produce purple dye. The 
inhabitants of Al-Khor island 
made it using shellfish as far 

back as 2,000 BC. 

  The first Middle Eastern Country to host a world cup, 
Qatar is a small nation located in the Arabian 
Penninsula sharing borders with Saudi Arabia and the 
Persian Gulf. A semi-constitutional monarchy ruled by 
an Emir, Qatar is one of the worlds richest nations, 
boasting stunning sand dunes as well as utlra-modern 
cities. Since they were announced as hosts, Qatar 
spent billions building 7 brand new stadiums and 
upgrading the countries infastructure to accomodate 
millions of fans coming from around the world,

Welcome to Qatar Population : 2.8 million
         Capital : Doha
  Language : Arabic
 



  Just as iconic as the trophy, or your country's
kit, the World Cup Match ball plays a big part in the 
iconography of a tournament. Adidas, the official 

supplier of World Cup Balls (as they have been for the
past 56 years) makes new ones for each world cup. This 

year is no different with Fifa unveiling...

   Meaning "The Journey" in Arabic, the triangular seams are 
influenced by Qatar's architecture, history (boat sails), and flag. 
Made with water-based inks and glues, it is the most sustainable 
ball ever made, and supposedly the fastest ball in flight. There is 
also a sensor built in that will help in detecting offsides players in 
games.

The Match Ball

Al Rihla



Previous Match Balls

2002 "Fevernova"

2014 "Brazuca"

2018 "Telstar 18"

2010 "Jabulani"

2006 "Teamgeist"
161 Goals Scored 147 Goals Scored

171 Goals Scored143 Goals Scored

169 Goals Scored



The Super Eagles have been a recurrent feature
of World Cups for almost 3 decades. So it was 
a suprise to learn that they failed to beat Ghana
and will miss out. The home fans were less than
pleased and proceeded to riot in the stadium. 
They will also be missed by Nike, as in 2018, their
jersey broke sales records and was sold out 
before even being released

  Egypt had high hopes for making it to the World
Cup, after all they came in 2nd in the African 
Cup, having lost to Senegal in penaltys. They 
also had Muhammad Salah in great form. Alas in 
a tragic twist of fate, Egypt had to play Senegal
again to reach Qatar...and lost in penaltys again,
albiet this time in controversial fashion (the 
whole laser pointer incident). And while FIFA 
did fine Senegal, Egypt didn't get a rematch.

Fifa Rank: 31stFifa Rank: 36th

Nigeria

Fifa Rank: 40th

Egypt
Fifa Rank: 7th

Italy

The Teams That Didn't Make It
   There are only 32 spots at the World Cup*, and there are 211 nations in FIFA, so the 
math says alot of countries will be watching from home. Most of the 211 don't 
realistically expect to book tickets to Qatar, however amongst the teams sitting out 
are some big names, a few shocks, and some who came agonizingly close. Here are 
the top 10 teams who didn't make it to the 2022 World Cup. 

*(From 2026 the world cup will have 48 spots, so maybe we'll see some of these guys then)

Norway

   Coming of a European Championship and having
only lost 1 game in 3 years, Italy seemed Qatar
bound. However while they didn't lose games, a few 
draws meant Italy couldn't automatically qualify 
and had to go through a playoff to advance. 
Unfortunately for the Azurri they picked the worst 
time to lose their 2nd match in 3 years in a shock loss 
to minnows North  Macedonia.To add insult to injury, 
this is the 2nd World Cup they missed in a row.

  Norway, while not having the stature and 
pedigree of some other teams, could boast a 
squad full of youthfull talent, none more 
prominent than Erling Haaland. The 22 year old
striker has lit up the footballing world for the
past 2 years. It's too bad he was out injured for 
some of Norway's crucial games.



Sweden needed to beat Poland to secure their
spot in the World Cup. Bristling with attacking
talent like Emil Forsberg, Alexander Isaak,
Dejan Kulusevski and the man, the myth,
 the legend Zlatan Ibrahimovic, many thought
they were a cut above Poland. However they 
couldn't find a way to score, and Poland found 
two. This raised a few questions for the 
manager, questions he'll have quite a while to 
think about

After making it in 5th place in the South American
qualifiers, Peru were slightly favored to beat
Australia in a one off qualifier match.The match
was a stalemate that had to be decided by 
penalties where a dancing Australian 
goalkeeper foiled their World Cup hopes.

  Columbia held the 4th spot in Conmebol before
taking a headlong dive down the table, going
7 consecutive games without scoring a single 
goal. They did win the last 2 games of qualifying
but that was akin to splashing water on a burnt
pile of ash. Understandably they fired their
manager.

Fifa Rank: 21stFifa Rank: 41st

Peru

Fifa Rank: 17th
ColumbiaFifa Rank: 20th

Sweden

Fifa rank: 27th

Ukraine
Fifa Rank: 35th

Russia

Algeria

  The Desert Foxes  were sure that they'd made
it. Ahmed Touba had scored the winning goal
with only 2 minutes left in the playoff match
against Cameroon. However in the dying seconds
of the game they conceded a goal that lead 
Cameroon to win by goal differential. 

 Russia had a suprisingly deep run in the  2018 World
 Cup. And despite underwhelming at the Euros they
 still found  thmeselves in a position  to fight their
 way into the World Cup. Unfortunately it was
 around that time that  Putin decided to fight his 
way into Ukraine. Naturally Russia was banned

Despite being literally invaded, Ukraine still 
was still able to put themselves within striking 
distance of the World Cup after an inspired win 
over Scotland. However they ended up 
admirably bowing out to a Gareth Bale-
powered Wales.



A little geography lesson on where the 32 nations that did qualify are on a map. 
Where in the World

Canada

U.S.A.

Mexico

Costa Rica

Ecuador

Brazil

Argentina

Uruguay

North and Central
America

Europe

Africa Asia

Oceania

South America

Wales
England

Denmark
Poland

Germany

Belgium

Switzerland

Croatia

Serbia

Portugal
Spain

France

Netherlands

Tunisia

Morocco

Senegal

Cameroon

Ghana
Iran

Australia
(Even though Australia is from Oceania

they are a part of the Asian Football Confederation)

Qatar
South Korea

Japan
Saudi Arabia



TEAMS
MEET

THE

PLUS: A LOOK AT THE STADIUMS



.                                      .Khalifa International Stadium

City : Doha

Capacity : 45,000

Completed : 1976
   (renovated in 2017)

The heart of Qatar's sports culture,
the stadium had a rich history in the 
region. Following renovations a large
canopy was added to assist with 
cooling measures inside the stadium



Group A

.

.

.



1st

World Cup 
Appearance

50th
RANKING

QATAR
The Maroon



                     the host nation, Qatar will be looking to 
impress. After winning the bid to host  the tournament (albiet 
under dubious circumstances), Qatar invested heavily into their 
footballing program, and it paid off. The hosts jumped in fifa 
rankings from 112th to 49th in a few years, and they won the 2019 
AFC Asian Cup, beating regional powerhouse Japan to do so. 
However despite their regional successes Qatar has yet to prove 
themselves to the wider world.  And adding to a tough group 
Qatar will also have to battle a lot of the negative focus that has 
been placed on the country. Issues concerning human rights, 
corruption and mistreatment of migrant workers have plagued 
the tournament, and more specifically the nation itself. Qatari 
fans will hope that their entertaining, attack minded style of play 
will turn the negative focus into a more positive appreciation. 
Host nations tend to do well, and even overachieve in the world 
cup, and Qatar will look to keep that trend going.

As
Felix Sanchez (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Did Not Qualify

2006 - Did Not Qualify

2010 - Did Not Qualify

2014 - Did Not Qualify

2018 - Did Not Qualify

 The first official football game in Qatar
 was played in 1948, by expatriate oil workers 

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Hassan 
Al-Haydos

Al-Moez
Ali

Akram
Afif

Al-Haydos is the most experienced 
player in this squad, with 166 

appearances for his country, the 31 
year old will look to lead his side 

past a tough group, and he 
possesses the skill to lead by 

example.

One of the deadliest strikers in Asia, 
Al-Moez Ali will look to spearhead 
the Qatari attack. He has the most 
goals for all active Qatar players 

and is only 4 away from leading the 
all time list. This is a player who will 

keep defences on their toes.

The 25 year old winger among the 
most promising young talent in this 
team. With a great passing vision 

mathced with a decent pace, Akram 
Afif has the quality to create and 

finish off chances. 



(2006)
Round of 16

Best
4th

World Cup 
Appearance

44th
RANKING

ECUADOR
La Tricolor



                   a group with the Netherlands, the African champions 
Senegal and the host Qatar, Ecuador may feel like the 
afterthought of the group. The teams may underestimate 
Ecuador, thinking them to be  an easy 3 points. Big mistake. La 
tricolor terrorized South America in qualifying, beating 
established opponents like Chile, Columbia and Uruguay, and they 
even made world powers like Brazil and Argentina sweat. They 
are a very young team (almost half of them under 24), very 
energetic, and most importantly not afraid. A team that likes to 
play rough, they will be difficult to break down, and on the 
offensive side they are talented and fast, capable of dealing 
blows to opponents caught unawares. Their weakness may be 
the lack of a true striker. This hungry squad, making  their first 
trip to the World Cup has what it takes to deal some real damage 
to teams in their group, and after that, who knows where they'll 
go next?

In
Gustavo Alfaro (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Group Stage

2006 - Round of 16

2010 - Did Not Qualify

2014 - Group Stage

2018 - Did Not Qualify

In 2006, Ecuadorian Shaman, Tzamarenda 
Naychapi, travelled to Germany to purify the 

stadiums Ecuador would play in. Incidentally it  was 
their best world cup to date. 

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Enner
Valencia

Pervis
Estupinan

Gonzalo
Plata

The all time leading goalscorer for 
Equador, Valencia leads this young 

team into Qatar. At age 32 and after 
a decade of football, he isn't as fast 

as he used to be, but he is still a 
danger on the wings. And amid this 
young squad, his experiance makes 

him doubly valuable.

The 24 year old left back is a 
passionate presence on this 
Ecuador team. He plays with 

strength, but can sometimes be 
reckless in his challenges. He can 

also bring the ball upfield, 
threatning defenses with his runs 

and crosses.

Plata, is one of Ecuador's golden 
talents. The 21 year old is very 

shifty, able to make defenders miss 
as he makes his way towards goal. 

The winger will look to make a name 
for himself in Qatar.



(2002)
Quarter Finals

Best

3rd

World Cup 
Appearance

18th
RANKING

SENEGAL
The Lions of Teranga



                                     reigning champions of Africa, and arguably the 
best team on the continent, Senegal enters this tournament as a 
dark horse. Playing with speed and aggressiveness, Senegal has a 
dangerous attack, especially on the counter. What remains to be 
seen however, is if they are able to convert chances into goals,  
something this team has struggled with. If they are not clinical 
enough in tough situations, they might see themselves falling out 
early. On the flip side Senegal may be the only country outside of 
Europe and South America who actually has a shot (a slim one) of 
making it all the way, and the team knows this. They have a 
decent amount of super stars on their team, playing in a solid 
system under a consistant coach. Play their cards right and they 
can shake up a few powerhouses. At the very least they have the 
talent to make it to the quarter finals, and perhaps be the first 
African team to reach the semi finals.

The
Aliou Cisse (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Quarter Finals

2006 - Did Not Qualify

2010 - Did Not Qualify

2014 - Did Not Qualify

2018 - Group Stage

In their first ever world cup game, Senegal 
defeated the reigning champions France.  

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Sadio
Mane

Edouard
Mendy

Kalidou
Koulibaly

An elite striker, the 30 yeat old Sadio 
Mane is the beating heart of this 

ambitious Senagalese side. Gracefull 
movement and electric pace meet 

lethal finishing, making Mane a 
symphony of goals. If anyone can lead 

this side to great heights, 
it's him.

When the oppositian have the ball, 
Senegal fans will have some 

reassurance with Mendy at goal. 
Though he is not very good with the 

ball at his feet, he is one of the 
worlds best shot stoppers, blessed 
with quick reflexes and great agility. 

The captain of the side, Koulibaly is 
a rock at the back. He is known for 
great anticipation and making quick 

interceptions, as well as being 
praised for his strength and 
passing. He may be a bit too 

aggressive at times, giving away 
fouls, but he is a solid defender.



(1974), (1978),
       (2010)

Finalist
Best

11th

World Cup 
Appearance

8th
RANKING

NETHERLANDS
Oranje, The Flying Dutchmen



                                      Netherlands have always traditionally been a 
good team. However they are the only football 'super power' to 
have never won it all, despite making it to the finals thrice. After 
missing out in the last world cup and having a poor showing in the 
Euros, the Dutch are eager to remind the world why they were so 
feared. The Netherlands have skilled players throughout their 
lineup and since rehiring coach Louis Van Gaal (for the 3rd time) 
they haven't lost a game. Playing under the coach's total football 
philosophy, the strikers and midfielders play very fluidly, having 
the freedom to move and interchange positions in the attacking 
phase. This makes their attacks difficult to defend, especially 
since the Dutch players are very versatile and can play in a range 
of positions. The group the Netherlands find themselves in is 
wide open, and being the only traditional powerhouse in it, they 
fancy their chances to top it.

The
Louis Van Gaal (c)

PLAYERS
TO WATCH

World Cup History

2002 - Did Not Qualify

2006 - Round of 16

2010 - Finals

2014 - Semi Finals

2018 - Did Not Qualify

The Netherlands skipped the first World Cup 
in 1930 due to the cost of travel to Uruguay 

FUN FACT

Frenkie 
De Jong

Virgil
van Dijk

Memphis
Depay

In the Netherlands, most offensive 
play goes through Frenkie De Jong. 
The 25 year old midfielder will be 

pulling the strings of this offence. A 
good dribbler of the ball he is able 
to play out of tight situations and 

has the vision to pick out near 
perfect passes to his teamates.

Widely regarded as one of the best 
defenders in the world, Van Dijk has 

the chance to prove this claim at 
the world stage. Strong, fast and 

technically sound, very few players 
have the ability to dribble past him. 
He is also comfortable bringing the 

ball forward.

A stylish player, Depay is the sharp 
end of Netherlands attack. Agile on 

the ball he is able to glide past 
players and create goal scoring 

oppurtunities. The part time rapper 
only needs 9 goals to be 

Netherlands all time highest goal 
scorer.



Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium.                            .
City : Al-Rayyan

Capacity : 40,000

Completed : 18/12/20

On the outer wall there is a striking
facade comprised of shapes and 
patterns from Qatari culture. After
the World Cup, the upper 20,000
seats will be donated to football 
development projects abroad.



Group B

.

.

.



(1966)
Champions

Best
16th

World Cup 
Appearance

5th
RANKING

ENGLAND
The Three Lions



                                             reaching the semi finals in 2018 and the finals 
in the 2021 Euros, England are determined to do one better this 
time around and finally bring it home. This year might be their 
best chance to do so. The team might be the most gifted English 
side ever seen, with an embarrassment of riches in every position
. The problem then lies with the coach being able to properly 
manage and exploit that collection of talent, something 
Southgate has been criticized for. After coming so close and not 
coming away with anything, this side will be feeling the pressure 
as expectations are sky high this time around. The biggest 
challenge for the head coach might not actually come during the 
world cup, but before. The squad selection  to be specific. There 
are almost 50 players vying to to make the 26 man squad, and the 
English fans (and not to mention the media) will be keenly 
awaiting to know who will travel to Qatar, and who will start in 
the group games against opponents eager to knock 
the three lions down a peg.

After
Gareth Southgate (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Quarter Finals

2006 - Quarter Finals

2010 - Round of 16

2014 - Group Stage

2018 - Semi Finals

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Harry
Kane

Raheem
Sterling

The Defense

Kyle Walker

Trent
Alexander

Arnold

Ben White

Reece James

Kane is what you would call an old 
fashioned striker. Great positioning, 

able to shoot with both feet, good 
aerial play and most importantly, a 
nose for goal. With 50 goals in 73 

games (2nd all time for England), he 
is the man to lead his team to glory.

The 27 year old has been regular 
feature of this era's England side. 
He usually occupies room on the 

wing, using his dribbling and speed 
to make threatning runs at the 

defense. His low center of gravity 
and slippery nature make him a 

handful for defenders.

In the defence, Southgate has many options 
to choose from, and who he chooses will be 
very important as these are vital positions 
for England. At the center he can go with 

Maguire and Stones, who he has used before. 
But Maguire's form has been shaky lately and 

he has the option of Tomori, White, or Eric 
Dier. The right back is also a hotly contested 
position. Does he go once more with Walker's 
speed, physicality and good defensive sense, 
or perhaps Trent, who is very good  moving 

forward and crossing the ball. And then there
is James, who has a bit of both.

Harry Maguire

John Stones
Eric Dier

England didn't play in the first 3 world cups 
because they had left Fifa in 1928. They came 

back in the 1950 world cup.

Fikayo Tomori



Group Stage

Best
6th

World Cup 
Appearance

22nd
RANKING

IRAN
Team Melli (the national team)



                                    underdogs of this group, Iran have a lot to play for
. Arguably the best team in Asia, Iran have been to 3 consecutive 
World Cups, yet they have never progressed to the knockout 
round, missing out by the barest of margins. This year won't be 
any easier, facing the bright talents of England and the US, as 
well as Gareth Bale's Wales. That being said, it won't be easy for 
any of these teams to beat Iran. This side is tenacious, defensive, 
hard working and they fight ferociously till the final whistle. The 
majority of these players are in, or entering the prime of their 
careers. Four years ago they gave Spain a headache and Portugal 
a fight for their lives, and the they have only gotten better since. 
This team have something of a chip on their shoulder, and I am 
sure they will have extra motivation being grouped in with their 
political adversaries of the west. It will not be an easy ride, but 
Iran couldn't have asked for a better group in which to prove just 
how good they really are.

The
Carlos Quieroz (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Did Not Qualify

2006 - Group Stage

2010 - Did Not Qualify

2014 - Group Stage

2018 - Group Stage

Until  2021, the highest international goal 
scorer of all time was the Iranian Ali Daei 

who retired in 2007 with 109 to his name

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Sardar
Azmoun

Mehdi
Taremi

Alireza
Jahanbakhsh

 Once Iran's brightest young star, 
the 27 year old is the leading active 
goal scorer for his country with 40 
goals in 63 games. A great dribbler, 

with short bursts of speed, this 
generational talent is Iran's cheif 

creator. 

A complete striker, the 6'2" Porto 
man is Iran's premier attacking 

threat. The 29 year old has great 
positioning, add to that elegant 
touches in the box and a lethal 

strike rate, he will be a handful for 
defenses.

An immensly talented midfielder, 
Jahanbakhsh will pull the strings of this 

Iranian offence. Taking up positions 
around the halfway line, the 29 year old 
has the ability to make defenders look 

silly and the crossing technique to place 
a beautiful ball into dangerous areas. 

Not to mention he has one hell of a shot.



(1930)
Semi Finals

Best

10th

World Cup 
Appearance

16th
RANKING

U.S.A.
The Stars and Stripes



                                               years after the debacle of 2018, the USA are 
back in the World Cup. Berhalter brings with him a crop of bright 
young talent, perhaps the best group of players the US have ever 
seen. This golden generation are eager to prove their mettle, 
especially against the rival from across the pond. Fans will hope 
for a repeat of the 'Miracle on Grass' of 1950, and these young 
players can give England a tough time, like the previous 
generation did in 'The Greatest Tie' in 2010. The US play with a 
high press and are quick in transition, and with skilled wingers, 
they possess an attacking threat. However there are some 
question marks around this team. They are inexperienced, and 
their defense and strikers have been lackluster of late. If those 
issues aren't taken care of, the US may crumble early. But if they 
can iron out those wrinkles, the US's natural talen and tenacity 
can see them make a good run in Qatar.

Four
Greg Berhalter (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Quarter Finals

2006 - Group Stage

2010 - Round of 16

2014 - Round of 16

2018 - Did Not Qualify

The U.S. are the only team outside of Europe 
and South America to get 3rd place at the 

World Cup ( it was in 1930)

FUN FACT

Christian
Pulisic

Weston
Mckennie

Tyler
Adams

Dubbed 'Captain America' by fans, 
the 24 year old superstar is the 

main man for the USA. Playing for 
the US since he was in high school, 
Pulisic is praised for his dribbling 
and direct attacking instict. He is 

the player the rest of the team will 
look for to create chances.

24 year old Mckennie is the 
essential box-to-box midfielder. He 
has a high work rate, and is very 

good at winning the ball back. While 
his technical ability may need some 

work, he makes key passess and 
threatning runs into the box. He is 
also a very good header of the ball.

 A defensive midfielder, the 24 year 
old likes to sit deep and break up 

opposition play, and then initiate the 
counter attack. He works hard in the 
pitch, willing to make challenges and 

tackles on the ball, plus he has a 
powerful shot. He is the engine of 

this US team.

TO WATCH



(1958)
Quarter Finals

Best
2nd

World Cup 
Appearance

19th
RANKING

WALES
The Dragons



                                     last time Wales was in the world cup the year was 
1958 and Harold Macmillan was the prime minister.  The country 
had to wait 64 years to make it back, but do not think that makes 
this team inexperienced in tournaments. They have played in the 
last two European championships, and had good showings in both
, even making it to the semi-finals in 2016. This is a battle 
hardened Welsh side, tight knit and highly motivated. They are 
accustomed to punching well above their own weight and getting 
results against elite opponents. And boy will they love to get a 
result against the old foe England. In a group where anyone of 
the four teams can come out on top, where just takes one game 
to change the momentum the welsh will feel like they have a solid 
chance to get to the second round, or even top the group itself. 
This small nation can make big waves in this tournament, and 
they will be a thorn in the side of any team they face.

The
Robb Page (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Did Not Qualify

2006 - Did Not Qualify

2010 - Did Not Qualify

2014 - Did Not Qualify

2018 - Did Not Qualify

The Welsh team of recent years have started 
a trend of taking "chaotic" pre-match team 

photos

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Aaron
Ramsey

Gareth
Bale

Ben
Davies 

The experienced man in the midfield, 
Aaron Ramsey is the main offensive 
coordinator for the team, when in 

possession. He is able to make 
precise passess and has very good 
shooting ability. If the 31 year old 
brings his A game, Wales will be 

tough to defeat.

The 33 year old is the talisman of 
this team, already a legend and one 
of the best Welsh players of all time, 

his very presence can inspire the 
team. At is peak he was the fastest 

player in the world, he still has some 
of that speed, and he retains his 

impecable technique and strength.

The wall of the welsh defense, the 
29 year old will be key to stopping 

the opposition from scoring. A 
defender who never panics, it 

seems like he calmy intercepts 
passess and nicks balls away from 
the other team. He is also a great 

shot blocker.



.                           .Lusail Iconic Stadium

City : Lusail

Capacity : 80,000

Completed : 22/11/21

   The site of the World Cup Final, the 
stadium design is inspired by the bowls
vessels and art pieces used across the
Middle East for ages. At night it the glow
resembles a fanar lantern. After the 
World Cup, 40,000 seats will be donated
sporting projects around the world.



Group C

.

.

.



(1978), 
(1986)

Champions
Best

18th

World Cup 
Appearance

3rd
RANKING

ARGENTINA
La Albiceleste (the white and sky blue)



                                         Argentinian side is team on a mission in Qatar. 
To win Lionel Messi a world cup, and they stand a pretty good 
chance of achieving that goal. Scaloni has assembled a very 
strong team, built to win tournaments. They can withstand 
offensive onslaughts, and when they have the ball, they can play 
a possession game, or change gears and land devastating attacks 
on the opposition. They showed this quality in the 2021 Copa 
America (the south american championship), where they held the 
titans Brazil to a 1-0 victory to win it all, a tournament where 
Messi topped the scoresheet and the assists chart. Winning this 
tournament has lifted a burden of this team who, after losing in 3 
finals (including the WC final) in 8 years, finally won an 
international tournament. They have since continued their 
unbeaten run (which is up to 35 now) and are going into the 
tournament in red hot form. 

This
Lionel Scaloni (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Group Stage

2006 - Quarter FInals

2010 - Quarter Finals

2014 - Finals

2018 - Round of 16

No nation has featured in more World Cup 
penalty shootouts than Argentina - they have 

won 4 out of 5 

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Lionel
Messi

Angel
Di Maria

Rodrigo
De Paul 

Arguably the greatest player of all 
time, this will likely be the 35 year 
old's last world cup, and his last 

chance to win it. While he is not in 
his prime anymore, Messi is still 

among the world's best players, and 
a complete game changer with his 

dribbling and play making skills.

One of the most underrated players 
in football, Di Maria is a special 

player. The 34 year old is dazzling 
with his abilities in the ball, and his 
passing is sublime. He also has a 

knack for scoring important goals. 
When he is on the field you can feel 

the difference he makes.

The relentless midfielder, De Paul is 
a passionate and skillfull addition to 

the team in recent years. He 
pressess well and hounds 

opponents, and when he gets the 
ball back, he is good enough to 

create a few chances of his own.



(1994)
Round of 16

Best
6th

World Cup 
Appearance

51st
RANKING

SAUDI ARABIA
The Green Falcons



                                                      a flimsy showing in 2018, and a round of 16 
exit in the Asian Cup, Saudi Arabia hired a new manager. Renard 
seems to have done well with this team, as they easily topped 
their group in qualifying, finishing above Japan and Australia and 
showing some good attacking play. Another thing going for this 
team is chemistry, as almost half of the squad play together in 
the same club. For most of these players, it's their second world 
cup, and while the first can be kindly called a learning experience, 
Saudi Arabia will hope to improve upon that in their second foray. 
That will be a difficult task in a group caged with Argentina, 
Poland and Mexico. These three teams will look to pound on the 
Saudis. However, no one can predict a World Cup, and Saudi 
Arabia are playing in close to home, as Doha is less than 100 miles 
from the Saudi Border. So who knows, perhaps 
they can surprise a few people.

After
Herve Renard (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Group Stage

2006 - Did Not Qualify

2010 - Did Not Qualify

2014 - Did Not Qualify

2018 - Group Stage

10 players in Saudi Arabia's team play for the 
same club, Al-Hilal

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Salem 
Al-Dawsari

Salman
Al-Faraj

Yasser
Al-Shahrani

A gifted player, Al-Dawsari can be 
the difference maker for his 

country. Pacey and skillful, the 
versatile winger adds a touch of 
flair to the Green Falcon's attack. 

The vastly experienced 33 year old 
midfielder is a vital part of this 

hopeful Saudi outfit. He controls the 
tempo of the offence, and will probe 
and prod the opposition, looking for 
a weakness to exploit. Against the 
quality of their opponents, Saudia 

will need all of his experience.

The flying left back has been a 
regular feature if this Saudi side for 
the past 10 years. The 30 year old is 
a complete modern day defender, 
making blocks and interceptions, 
while also running down the wing 

and raining crosses.



(1970), (1986)
Quarter Final

Best
17th

World Cup 
Appearance

13th
RANKING

MEXICO
El Tri



                                     the past few decades, Mexican fans had but one 
dream, to reach the elusive "Quinto Partido" or "The Fifth Game"; 
i.e. the quarter finals. The reason being that for the past 7 world 
cups, Mexico has been knocked out in the Round of 16. 
However, this year some are worried that the team might not
even have the chance to play for it. The mexican team has been 
misifiring of late, and they've struggled in qualifying. That being 
said, the team still has the players it needs to do well in this world 
cup, and poor qualifying runs haven't stopped Mexico from 
making it to the knock out stages before. How far Mexico will go, 
will most likely be decided in the first game of the group. It is a 
fair assumption to assume that Argentina will be 1st and Saudia 
will be 4th, which leaves Mexico and Poland duking it out for 
second. Those two teams incedentally play each other first. 
Whoever wins that game will feel like they have a hold on 2nd, 
and if it's a draw, well, that will make things
interesting.

For
Gerardo 'Tata' Martino(c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Round of 16

2006 - Round of 16

2010 - Round of 16

2014 - Round of 16

2018 - Round of 16

Mexico's  Manuel Rosas scored the first own 
goal in tournament history. They have also 

hosted the most world cup games 

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Edson
Alvarez

Hirving
Lozano

Guillermo
Ochoa 

The 24 year old defensive 
midfielder is an integral part of this 
team. Playing from box to box, he is 
an accurate passer and a physical 

player. Astute in defence, he can cut 
out opposition passing lanes and 

prevent Mexico from being caught 
out. 

Called "Chucky" the 27 year old is 
Mexico's main attacking threat. The 

courageous forward announced 
himself on the stage 4 years ago 
when he shot his side to victory 

over Germany. Now at the peak of 
his powers, he looks to kick start 

this Mexican attack in Qatar.

No matter what form he is in for his 
club, or if no one hears from him in 
four years, the 37 year old Mexican 

legend always shows up for the 
world cup, and even at his age he 
still is a fantastic keeper who can 

single handedly keep Mexico alive in 
tight games.



(1974), (1982)
Semi Final

Best

9th

World Cup 
Appearance

26th
RANKING

POLAND
Orly (The Eagles)



                                     Poles are an organized and unified team, and 
they are a tricky team to play against. They usually sit with 
bodies behind the ball, and hold down the fort until an 
offensive oppurtunity presents itself.  They play physical at 
the back and in the midifeld, outmuscling and outfighting the 
opposition. That being said, when needed, they can play 
possession ball. And when they have the ball in the opponents 
half, they have the players to finish chances. Most of those 
chances will go to Robert Lewandowski, the main man of 
Poland tends to carry his team. The downside of that being, if 
a defence can handle Lewa, then Poland's attacking potency is 
tremendously reduced. The Eagles will not be expecting to 
defeat the juggernaut that is Argentina, so they will plan to 
come in second. Surest way to do that is to defeat Mexico and 
Saudi Arabia. Mexico will be thinking the same, which makes 
their first match a decisive one.

The
Czeslaw Michniewicz (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Group Stage

2006 - Group Stage

2010 - Did Not Qualify

2014 - Did Not Qualify

2018 - Group Stage

Ernst Wilmowski is the first player to score 4 
goals in one wc game, he is also the only one 

to score 4 and still lose as Brazil won 6-5 . 
That was his only wc game for Poland as he 

later joined Germany after the nazi invasion 
and was thus seen as a national traitor.

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Robert
Lewandowski

Piotr
Zielinski

Matty
Cash 

Dubbed "Lewangoalski" he is one of 
the most dangerous strikers of this 
generation. Able to take a shot from 
just about anywhere, he is Poland's 
main source of goals. Poland rely 

heavily on him and this team will go 
as far as Lewandowski will take 

them.

The 28 year old midfielder is the 
creative spark in this team. He will 
look to set the tempo of the game 
when Poland have the ball. A quick 
thinking player with extraordinary 

passing ability, he is especially 
useful for initiating counter 

attacks.

The 24 year old only recently joined 
the team, choosing them over 

England, his country of birth. Asked 
what the brilliant young left back 

would bring to the team he replied, 
"Passion, and 100% commitment". A 
year later and he has helped Poland 

stifle many opponents.



.                      .Al Janoub Stadium

City : Al Wakra

Capacity : 40,000

Completed : 16/5/19

 A historical location for pearl diving and
fishing, the stadiums design is inspired
by the traditional Dhow boats used for 
these endeavors. After the world cup
20,000 seats will be donated to football
development projects overseas.



Group D
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.



(1998), (2018)
Champions

Best

16th

World Cup 
Appearance

4th
RANKING

FRANCE
Les Bleus



                                       is a phenomenom in World Cups called "The 
Champions Curse", 75% of teams that have won the World Cup 
have had miserable tournaments four years later. And in the past 
16 years, all the defending champions were dumped out of the 
group stage. France is looking to buck that trend. In 2018 France 
had an insanely strong team, and four years later their squad is 
even stronger. They have one of the most dangerous squads 
assembled this year, brimming with household names leaving the 
manager spoilt for choice in his squad selection. This side has 
speed, technical excellence, and dangerous goal scoring ability. 
The only apparent weakness to exploit might be the defense, 
which tends to leak goals. However the French squad isn't known 
to be cohesive, and sometimes many egos in one team can be a 
detriment which leads to poor play. But overall France is a real 
contender in this tournament, and many even tip them to retain 
their crown.

There
Didier Deschamp (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Group Stage

2006 - Finals

2010 - Group Stage

2014 - Quarter Finals

2018 - Champions

France's Lucian Laurent scored the first goal 
in tournament history in 1930. 

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Kylian
Mbappe Karim 

Benzema

N'golo
Kante 

The 22 year old lit up the 2018 world 
cup, winning the Best Young Player 

award for the tournament. He has only 
gotten better since then. He is one of 

the fastest players on the planet and he 
scores at a frightning rate. After 

becoming the highest paid footballer in 
the world in June, Mbappe will look to 
prove just why he's worth that much 

come November.

Benzema made his return to the French 
team after 7 years in exile in 2021, and 
the French are glad to have him back. 
The 34 year old striker is one of the 

most lethal finishers there is, and is a 
contender for the 2022 Ballon D'or 

(best player of the year award) for his 
sensational club performance. Since his 
return he's netted 10 goals in 16 games.

While he is not as flashy as some other 
french midfielders like Pogba or 

Griezmann, Kante arguably is more 
important. An intelligent reader of the 

game, Kante seems to anticipate the other 
teams movements and intercept passes. 
The 31 year old is relentless, constantly 

running around the pitch, chasing 
opposition, winning the ball back and kick 

starting attacks, all without seeming tired. 
Having Kante is like having an extra man 

on the field.



Group
Best

6th

World Cup 
Appearance

38th
RANKING

AUSTRALIA
The Socceroos



                                                   people didn't expect Australia to be in this 
World Cup. Haven fallen into third place in their qualifying group 
they had to play Peru in a one-off game to get into Qatar, and 
many favored the Peruvians in a game which Australia barely 
won on penalties. So it is a fair assessment that Australia will 
struggle against the likes of France and Denmark. But I wouldn't 
write of the Aussies so easily (again). Four years ago they were in 
a group with France and Denmark, so not only are they well 
acquainted, but back in 2018 they put up great fight against both 
of those teams. This is a tough, fighting side that doesn't shy 
away from a challenge. In the words of their manager this team, 
they have to show their "Aussie DNA; kick, fight, scratch, do 
whatever you have to do to win". With that kind of mentality, 
Australia has what it takes to trouble their opponents, and 
maybe get a crucial result to take them ahead to the 
knockout rounds.

Most
Graham Arnold  (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Did Not Qualify

2006 - Group Stage

2010 - Group Stage

2014 - Group Stage

2018 - Group Stage

In 2006 Australia switched football 
confederations, leaving the Oceana Football 

Confederation (OFC) for the Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC) 

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Ajdin
Hrustic

Matthew 
Ryan

Awer
Mabil 

One of the rising stars in this 
Australian squad Hrustic has the 
capabilities to change games. A 
creative midfielder, he will be 

crucial for making things happen 
for the Socceroos. He is also an 

excellent free kick taker.

The experienced goalkeeper for 
Australia, Matthew Ryan is a 

premier shot stopper. His role will 
be especially important if Australia 

want to keep their hopes of 
progressing alive.

Born in a refugee camp in Kenya, 
Mabil's journey to the world cup is 
inspiring. The winger is very quick 
and can threaten defences with his 
elusiveness. It was his penalty that 

took Australia to the World Cup, 
something he says was a way to say 
thank you to the country for taking 

in his family in 2006. 



(1998)
Quarter Final

Best
6th

World Cup 
Appearance

10th
RANKING

DENMARK
Danish Dynamite



                                    many, Denmark will be the dark horse in this 
tournament, and the side is a fan favorite for neutrals. The 
team is technically gifted in almost all positions and they play 
with a togetherness some countries could only hope for. These 
bonds were only strengthened last year in the Euros, when the 
danish side went through the horrific cardiac arrest of 
Christian Erikson. In the wake of that trauma, the Danes put 
up an inspired display of football, reaching the semi-finals of 
the European tournament. They did this thanks to a solid 
defence, with a strong midfield made up of expreienced 
playmakers paired with exciting young talent making their 
breakthrough. With Erikson making a miraculous recovery into 
this already formidable and well-balanced side, hopes are high 
that this year Denmark can go far in this tournament. 

For
Kasper Hjulmand (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Round of 16

2006 - Did Not Qualify

2010 - Group Stage

2014 - Did Not Qualify

2018 - Round of 16

Denmark entered the Euro 1992 ten days 
before the tournament began after 

Yugoslavia was disqualified. They surprised 
everyone by winning the whole tournament

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Christian
Erikson

Pierre-Emile 
Hojbjerg

Kasper
Schmeichel 

9 months after his injury, and 
playing with a Implantable 

Cardioverter Defibrilator, Erikson 
made his return for the national 

team. And they are glad to have him 
back. The 30 year old is their key 

creator, pulling the strings in 
midfield, and the leading goalscorer. 

A man with a strong personality, 
Hojbjerg contributes both 

offensively and defensively. He plays 
almost the full length of the field, 
breaking up the opposition's play, 
and driving his side forward with 

the ball. 

Son of the legendary Danish 
goalkeeper Peter Schmeichel, 

Kasper Schmeichel is following his 
dad's legacy. A fantastic keeper, he 

is a secure presence in goal.



Group Stage

Best

6th

World Cup 
Appearance

30th
RANKING

TUNISIA
The Eagles of Carthage



                                     Eagles of Carthage find themselves in a difficult 
group. To be fair, progressing past any group in this World Cup 
would have been hard for them, but being put in a group with 
Denmark and the reigning champions makes it almost impossible. 
Nevertheless, Tunisia will hope to put on a good showing. They 
are a team built on collectiveness, they like to press high up the 
pitch, and win the ball from their opponents in dangerous areas. 
When they do have the ball, they pass it short and quick between 
themselves, linking up nicely as they look to generate shots on 
goal. This is a crafty team, if they play quick and fast early in the 
game, they may be able to catch opponents off guard. Tunisia has 
historically not done too well in World Cups, but this is one of the 
better sides to come out of the small North African nation, and if 
they are allowed to find their rhythm, you can expect to see 
some really good football.

The
Jalel Kadri (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Group Stage

2006 - Group Stage

2010 - Did Not Qualify

2014 - Did Not Qualify

2018 - Group Stage

Whilst playing games in Ramadan, the 
Tunisian goal keeper would lie down "injured" 

when it was time to break fast so the game 
would stop and his team could eat/drink. 

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Wahbi
Kazri

Naim 
Sliti

Hannibal
Mejbri 

The 31 year old striker is the leading 
active goal scorer for Tunisia. 

Easily their best player in the last 
World Cup, he looks to lead his team 

from the front against strong 
opposition. An imaginative player, 

he can take up multiple spots on the 
front lines, and has a mean shot.

Sliti occupies an attacking midfield 
role for Tunisia. The 30 year old can 

also play out on the wing when 
desired. A creative player, he is 

known mostly for swinging in balls 
into the penalty area, providing the 
final pass for many Tunisian goals.

At only 19 years old, Hannibal 
Mejribi has made a place for himself 
in this Tunisian squad. Playing in the 
midfield, the teenager is a talented 
dribbler with great passing vision. A 
very promising young star, he will 
look to get invaluable experience in 

Qatar.



.                    .Al Bayt Stadium

City : Al Khor

Capacity : 60,000

Completed : 11/2/20

  Inspired by the Bayt Al Sha'ar; the 
tents of the bedouins, this stadium will
hope to give visitors a taste of Qatar's
tradition. After the World Cup, 20,000
seats will be donated to foreign football
development projects.



Group E
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Champions

Best

17th

World Cup 
Appearance

7th
RANKING

SPAIN
La Roja

(2010)



                                          new generation of Spanish football is going to 
Qatar aiming to make some noise. After four years of total 
dominance, the team went on a decline, being unceremoniously 
dumped out of the group stage in 2014 and were stagnant in their 
knockout lost to Russia in 2018. It was time for a change of the 
guard, and Luis Enrique injected some young blood into this side, 
adding many rising stars into the roster (including three 
teenagers) while retaining a few experienced leaders. The side 
showed it's promise in the 2021 Euros, reaching the final four, and 
they will only improve from there. Spain has always been a pass 
happy team, and this generation is no different, boasting one of 
the best midfield lineups in the world. They are a creative bunch, 
and have great chemistry between each other. While not an 
outright favorite this year, Spain can still  go far in this 
tournament with a team looking to usher in a second age of 
Spanish dominance.

This
Luis Enrique (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Quarter Final

2006 - Round of 16

2010 - Champions

2014 - Group Stage

2018 - Round of 16

Spain is the only team to win 3 consecutive 
international titles, back to back Euros (2008 

& 2012) plus the 2010 World Cup

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Sergio
Busquets

Pedro "Pedri" 
Gonzalez

The Forwards

The 34 year old is the last remnant  
of the squad that won the 2010 

world cup. He is irreplacable in the 
midfield, what he lacks in youth and 

physicality, he makes up with in 
technique and experience. He is the 
conductor of the Spainards and will 

have a big role to play in Qatar.

The most prominent of Spain's 
young stars, the 19 year old is 

widely regarded as one of the best 
midfielders in the world. Able to cut 
through defenses by dribbling or by 
his passing, Pedri has sublime skill 
and intelligence that belies his age.

Spain have many forawds at their 
disposal, there is no clear starter. 

Morata has the most experience, and is 
likely to start. Teenage star Fati has 
potential, as does his club teamate 

Torres.  Both Olmo and Moreno have 
started and played well for Spain while 

Asensio is looking for a way back into this 
squad. Strikers not finishing chances is 
what killed spain in the last world cup, 

these guys will look to remedy that. 

Ansu Fati

Alvaro Morata

Dani Olmo

Ferran Torres

Marco Asensio

Gerrard Moreno



Quarter Finals
Best
6th

World Cup 
Appearance

31st
RANKING

COSTA RICA
Los TIcos

(2014)



                                                     years ago, Costa Rica shocked the world. A 
small team   from Central America making to the Quater Finals of 
the World Cup. Many of the players who played in that side still 
play for Costa Rica now, and though this makes them one of the 
more experienced teams, it also makes them one of the oldest; a 
thing which some fans are worried about. Los Ticos had a 
difficult qualifying run, barely making it into the intercontinental 
play-off.  Goals have been sparse for this side in qualifying, they 
have mainly relied upon a stout defense holding back the other 
team long enough for the forwards to find a goal, or as it was in 
the play-off  game against New Zealand, find an early goal and 
then hold fast. This strategy will be a lot harder to implement 
againt teams with a more potent attack. If Costa Rica plan on 
surviving past the group stage, they will need more than what 
their struggling offence is currently giving them. If their 
forwards find a way to deliver though, they 
can give teams some trouble.

Eight
Luis Suarez (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Group Stage

2006 - Group Stage

2010 - Did Not Qualify

2014 - Quarter Finals

2018 - Group Stage

Costa Rica were in the group of death at the 
2014 World Cup, caged with Uruguay, England 

and Italy. Somehow they topped the group, and 
were unbeaten in the tournament until they 

lost to Netherlands on penalties.

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Celso
Borges

Keylor
Navas

Joell
Cambell

The 34 year old is the most capped 
Costa Rican player, with 153 

appearances for his country. He is a 
key member of the Costa Rican 

midfield, taking on a variety of roles
, from clean up play to attack. 

It's safe to say that Navas is a national 
hero. His acrobatic, near miraculous 
saves have kept Costa Rican dreams 

alive and well for over a decade. More 
recently, his heroics kept New Zealand 
off the score sheet, allowing Costa Rica 

to move on. Without him, Costa Rica 
wouldn't be here

An icon of Costa Rican football, 
Cambell always shows up for his 

country, and has a knack for scoring 
goals when they are needed most. It 

was his goal that booked Costa Rica's 
flight to Qatar. At 30, he is an 

experienced striker, the focal point 
of Costa Rica's attack.



Champions

Best
21st

World Cup 
Appearance

11th

RANKING

GERMANY
Die Mannschaft (the team)

(1954), (1974)
(1990), (2014)



                                     Germans will be keen on making amends for their 
embarrassing group stage exit in 2018. They come in to Qatar 
with a good mix of players. With a number of experienced hands 
and more than a few young stars, they have all the ingredients to 
make a good run to the knockout rounds. The germans like to 
play as a collective, and are efficient, like a machine. Germany 
had some trouble finding their footing in the 2021 Euros, and that 
lead to a Round of 16 loss to England. They have since hired a new 
manager but he has had precious little time with the team. 
Luckily for the former Bayern coach, the core of the German 
team all hail from his  previous club. This squad is very solid, it 
could be argued that they are elite, and if they can find their flow 
they will be one dangerous team to go up against. An interesting 
thing worth noting is thet Amazon Prime will make a 
documentary series following  the Germany team in this World 
Cup, so let's hope they do something interesting, for 
entertainment's sake.

The
Hansi Flick (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Finals

2006 - Semi Finals

2010 - Semi Finals

2014 - Champions

2018 - Group Stage

In 1914, during WWI, British and German troops 
held a Christmas truce and played a football 

game with each other. German Miraslav Klose 
holds the record for most goals scored in World 

Cup histroy, 15 in 4 Cups

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Thomas
Muller

Manuel
Neuer

Joshua
Kimmich

The 33 year old is a pillar of this 
German side, and has been so for 

about a decade. Primarily an 
attacking midfielder, he is an all 

rounder of sorts, able to play in a 
variety of positions. His tactical 

awareness and play making skills 
are highly valued in this side.

One of the greatest keepers of the 
modern era, if not all time, Neuer will 
protect Germany's goal. Nicknamed 

"The Wall" for his goal stopping ability, 
the 36 year old revolutionized the goalie 
position with his "sweeper keeper" play 

style; coming well outside his area to 
defend against long crosses or counter 

attacks. 

Kimmich plays an important role for 
the team. He plays a deep defensive 

role in the midfield, primarily 
responsable for winning the ball back 

from opponents. The fiery 27 year 
old can also play offensivly as a pivot
. Physical, willing and versatile, his 

form at Qatar might dictate how well 
Germany will do.



Round of 16
Best

8th

World Cup 
Appearance

24th
RANKING

JAPAN
The Samurai Blue

(2002), (2010)
          (2018)



                          2018, Japan impressed the world. In the Round of 
16, they had European powerhouse Belgium on the ropes, 
leading 2-0 at one point, before the Belgiums staged a 
dramatic comeback in the dying embers of the match. If Japan 
hope to advance past the group stage they will have to play 
like they did then, as they'll be facing two top class teams in 
Spain and Germany. A highly regarded team in Asia, Japan play 
technically and collectively.  In possession they play with 
short, quick passes, mainly moving forwards from the wings. 
When they don't have the ball they try to win it back as quick 
as possible with a high press. This is a high risk high reward 
approach, and though it is diffucult, Japan's team  is well 
organized  and pull it off more times than not. And while they 
don't have the sheer quality that Spain and Germany have, the 
Samurai Blue are a hard working, determined side looking to 
suprise the European Giants in their group.

In
Hajime Moriyasu (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Round of 16

2006 - Group Stage

2010 - Round of 16

2014 - Group Stage

2018 - Round of 16

Japan's emblem features a 3-legged crow 
known as Yatagarasu, a mythological bird that 

guided the first emperor of Japan. This powerful 
guide is supposed to help lead the ball into the 

back of the opponent’s net.

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Takumi
Minamino

Junya
Ito

Daichi
Kamada

The closest thing this Japan team has to 
a superstar, Minamino will look to prove 
his worth on the big stage after being 
sold by Liverpool. The 27 year old is a 

great presser, looking to win back balls 
from opponents. He has great tactical 
awareness and movement. Japan will 

expect him to create plenty of chances 
in Qatar.

The 29 year old Junya Ito is an 
explosive part of the Japanese 

offense. With his electric pace he is 
able to fly along the sideline making 
hazardous runs at goal. The winger 
can lay out a nice cross and is also 

capable of delightfull finishes.

Kamada plays as an attacking 
midfielder, but has also been used 

as a forward for Japan. The 26 year 
old likes to run at defenders, and is 
able to move through tight spaces. 
He has a keen eye for his teamates, 

and for goal. 



.                          .Al Thumama Stadium

City : Doha

Capacity : 40,000

Completed : 22/10/21

  The eye catching design represents 
the gahfiya, a woven cap worn by boys
and men throughout the Middle East and
in many Muslim Countries for centuries
.After the World Cup, 20,000 seats will
 be donated to to countries in
 need of sporting infrastructure.



Group F

.

.

.



Semi Final

Best
15th

World Cup 
Appearance

2nd
RANKING

BELGIUM
The Red Devils

(2018)



                                          might be the last chance for Belgium's "Golden 
Generation" to get their hands on some silverware. Since 2014 
the Red Devils have been one of the strongest teams on the 
planet, even reaching number 1 in the Fifa rankings for 3 years 
straight. Yet for all their strength and dominence, they have little 
to show for it, only making it to the Semi Finals once in all 
competitions  (WC & Euros). And as the years have passed, the 
team has only gotten older, most of the starters are over 30 and 
past their prime. Yet, despite their age, Belgium simply has too 
much talent to write off so easily. Their attacking quality hasn't 
diminished, and while they might be getting a bit slower on 
defense, they make up for it with experience. In their ranks are 
some of the best players in the world, and if this is their last 
world cup together, they will want to go out with a bang and 
finally live up the the expectation.

This
Roberto Martinez (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Round of 16

2006 - Did Not Qualify

2010 - Did Not Qualify

2014 - Quarter Finals

2018 - Semi Finals

Belgium has one of the most experienced 
squads in the world cup, the core members of 

the team have played together for almost a 
decade.

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Thibaut
Courtois

Kevin
De Bruyne

Romelu
Lukaku

The winner of the previous Golden 
Glove award, Courtois has one of 

the safests hands in the game. Tall, 
even for a keeper, his reach and 

jumping ability allow him to cover all 
corners of the goal, saving shots 

that strikers were sure would go in. 

A master of the midfield, De Bruyne 
pulls the strings of the Belgium 

attack. Elegant on the ball, the 31 
year old has unbelievable vision and 

accuracy, allowing him to make 
perfect long range passes, in 

addition to his amazing shooting 
ability. 

The all time leading goal scorer for 
Belgium, Lukaku is the sharp edge of 

the Belgian attack. At 6'3'' and 
powefully built, the striker not only 
uses skill, but strength to move past 
defenders. Good in the air as he is 

with his feet, the 29 year could be a 
contender for the golden boot.



Group
Best

3rd

World Cup 
Appearance

41st
RANKING

CANADA
The Maple Leafs



                                     Canadians are coming back to the World Cup after 
36 years, and they have done so in style, beating the USA and 
Mexico to take the top spot in CONCACAF qualifying. A young and 
exciting underdog team, Canada will hope to have a fair share of 
the neutral's support. They are energetic, and their team has lots 
of speed at it's disposal. However, they are inexperienced and 
have not been tested by a world class team as of yet. That test 
will come in Qatar, when they have to play the likes of Belgium 
and Croatia. Very few people will give Canada a chance in a group 
like this, but then again, very few people expected Canada to 
come out the better of USA and Mexico. Who knows, a young 
team playing against older opponents, a team who will come fast 
and come hard with nothing to lose might pull something out of 
the hat and make it to the knockouts. Stranger things have 
happened in tournaments, so I wouldn't put it past 
them.

The
John Herdman (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Did Not Qualify

2006 - Did Not Qualify

2010 - Did Not Qualify

2014 - Did Not Qualify

2018 - Did Not Qualify

Before taking the job in 2018 John Herdman 
managed the Canadian Women's Team, thus 

being the only manager to take both men's 
and women's team to a world cup.

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Alphonso
Davies

Jonathan
David

Stephen
Eustaquio

At only the tender age of 21, Davies 
is already the most decorated 
Canadian player of all time, and 

playing at one of the best clubs in 
the world. A lightning fast attacker 

and a rock solid defender, the
 "Roadrunner" is Canada's ace and 

a force to be reckoned with.

The 22 year old striker is Canada's 
main goal threat.  He has a great 
awareness of the game and the 

skills to put that knowledge to use. 
Fast and a good passer of the ball, 

he links up beautifuly with Davies in 
counter attacks, but is also able to 

score all sorts of goals.

Canada will feel fortunate that 
Eustaquio chose the Maple leafs 

over Portugal. The highly astute 26 
year old has been called Canada's 

"midfield general" by his coach. His 
ability to fight for balls and set the 

tempo for his team on offense make 
him a vital part of this team.



Round of 16
Best

7th

World Cup 
Appearance

22nd
RANKING

MOROCCO
The Atlas Lions

(1986)



                                     Atlas Lions will be up against it this tournament. 
Drawn in a group with the powerful Belgium and previous 
runner's up Croatia, it will be a tricky task to escape the group 
stage. In 2018 Morocco were placed in a similar situation, having 
drawn Spain and Portugal, but they performed admirably: a 
narrow defeat to Portugal and tense tie with Spain. Coming into 
this tournament they will have a similar expectation, and a hope 
to go further. They bring with them a new head coach, Regragui, 
who was hired after the sacking of the old coach, just over two 
months before the World Cup. Talk about trial by fire. The 
Moroccans will likely play more on the defensive side, especially 
against heavy hitters like Belgium, and look to launch quick 
counter attacks when possible. They have the speed and talent to 
do so, with many players playing in top leagues around the world. 
Another bonus will be the return of star players who had fallen 
out with the previous boss. This recharged side will 
look to be a surprise challenger in the group.

The
Walid Regragui (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Did Not Qualify

2006 - Did Not Qualify

2010 - Did Not Qualify

2014 - Did Not Qualify

2018 - Group Stage

 Morocco holds the undesirable title of most 
World Cup bids without success. They tried and 

failed for 1994, 1998, 2006, 2010 and 2026 but 
will try again to host the 2030 edition.

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Achraf
Hakimi

Romain
Saiss

Hakim
Ziyech

In the discussion for the world's 
best right back, Hakimi is a pivotal 
player to his nation. Although his 
position is defensive, Hakimi is at 
his best when he is racing up the 

pitch. Incredibly fast, and with good 
link up play, he is an offensive 

threat, perfect for counter attacks.

The 32 year old Saiss is the leader 
of this team. Calm under pressure, 
he is a key part of the defense. He is 
a smart defender, good in individual 

duels and in the air as well. His 
abilities will be on full display as 

Morocco hopes to neutralize some 
of the world's best attacks.

The 29 year old was Morocco's brightest 
star before he left this February, after not 
being picked by the coach for over a year 
due to a falling out. With the old manager 
now gone, Ziyech makes his long awaited 

return for his country, and at a great time. 
While his club form has dipped recently, 

Ziyech will look to return to form in Qatar 
and showcase the brilliant play making 

skills that lead to him being nicknamed "The 
Wizard"



Final
Best

7th

World Cup 
Appearance

12th
RANKING

CROATIA
Vatreni (the blazers)

(2018)



                                                 were the runners up in the last edition of the 
Fifa World Cup, showcasing  great talent as well as determination 
before bowing out to the eventual winners France. Four years 
later and not too many are sure they can do the feat again. 
Croatia are in what we call a transitional period; the current 
generation is getting older and the next generation is still a little 
too young to take the reigns. This means that for better or for 
worse, Croatia will heavily rely on the senior players. On the 
positive side, these are the same players who lead this team to 
the final. They are veterans with tournament experience, making 
up one of the most solid midfields this tournament. They play 
sharp and elegant, their age only increasing their footballing IQ. 
However this World Cup will test just how much gas they have 
left in the tank. We will have to see if this Croatian side that 
surprised and delighted so many in Russia can do the same in 
Qatar, or if they will sputter out and crash in the
 earlier stages.

They
Zlatko Dalic (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Group Stage

2006 - Group Stage

2010 - Did Not Qualify

2014 - Group Stage

2018 - Finals

During the 2018 world cup, Croatian prime 
minister Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović, flew in 

economy class to Russia to cheer on her team, 
often in non VIP stands. She only missed 1 game 

because it clashed with a NATO summit. 

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Luka
Modric

Mateo
Kovacic

Ivan
Perisic

Among the modern era legends, 
Modric looks to steer his side to 

another deep run. He's aged like fine 
wine, watching him play you 

wouldn't guess he was 37. Exquisite 
distribution, control and finishing, 

he is an impeccable all rounder who 
exerts a great influnce on the game. 

The 29 year old is a force in the 
midfield. Dishing out tackles and 
challenges, he can reinforce the 

back line. Added to his strength and 
tenacity is graceful dribbling and 
sharp passing. He can win the ball 

deep in his own half and drive up the 
field, changing defense into attack. 

Perisic is a game changer for this 
Croatian side. The 33 year old has 

great attacking quality, in both 
assisting and scoring goals. He has 

a knack of making chances when 
Croatia need it most, and the ability 

to lift his team in the most 
desperate of situations.



.                 .Stadium 974
City : Doha

Capacity : 40,000

Completed : 30/11/21

The first fully demountable stadium is
inspired by Qatar's sea trade. 974 is 
the international dialing code for 
Qatar as well as the number of 
shipping containers used in 
construction.



Group G
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Champions
Best

23rd

World Cup 
Appearance

1st
RANKING

BRAZIL
Selecao (The selected players)

(1958), (1962)
(1970), (1994)
      (2002)



                                     most successful team in football history, and they 
are playing like it.  The five time champions cruised through 
qualifying unbeaten, and they are playing with the kind of 
enjoyment that should make other teams scared. Easily among 
the strongest teams on the planet, they have talent in every 
position and loads of young players on the brink of becoming 
global superstars (not mentioning the superstars already there).
If a weakness exists in this side, it is that sometimes they play a 
bit too casual, and can lose concentration, something higher class 
opponents can take advantage of. They also haven't played 
against the most competetive teams either. Something many are 
eager to see is how this super talented side handles other strong 
teams, like a France or a Germany. Brazil themselves will come 
into the tournament with a point to prove also. They were 
humiliated in 2014, and caught with their pants down in the 2018 
quarter final. In 2022 they want to remind the 
world just what this storied team is capable of.

The
Adenor Bacchi "Tite" (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Champions

2006 - Quarter Finals

2010 - Quarter Finals

2014 - Semi FInals

2018 - Quarter FInals

When the World Cup began the plan was to 
permenently award the trophy to the team that 

won it thrice. Brazil achieved that in 1970 and got 
to keep it. A new trophy was then made for 

future cups. The original was stolen from Brazil's 
football HQ in 1983 and was never found.

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Neymar Vinicius Jr CasemiroA player of flash and flair, this world 
cup might be Neymar's best and last 

chance to cement his legacy as one of 
the greats. Tricky and among the 

most skilled in the world, Neymar has 
been the main man for Brazil for 

almost a decade. And while he has 
others to help him out this time, 

Brazil's hopes and dreams still lie 
squarely on his shoulders  

The 22 year old is among the latest of 
a new wave of Brazillian talent. The 

saucy winger already made an impact 
for his club, having recently scored 
the winner in the Champions League 

final, and he will look to apply his 
trade to the national team too. The 
speedy Vinicius is an ever present 
goal threat, a player to look out for.

In a team full of attacking fire power
, Casemiro adds a defensive 

dimension to Brazil's midfield. The 
30 year old is a combatative player 
with a dominating presence on the 
pitch. With his ability to break up 

opponent play before it even begins, 
he is the first line of defense for 

Brazil.



Group
Best

13th

World Cup 
Appearance

21st
RANKING

SERBIA
The Eagles



                                          fierce Balkan side is seen by many to be a 
potential dark horse in the tournament. A team on the rise, 
they come to Qatar with a richly talented crop of players and 
alot of fire power on offense. They went unbeaten in 
qualifiers, and secured their spot in the World Cup with a late 
win over Portugal. They've been drawn into a tough group, but 
I bet Serbia will be eager to test themselves against the 
Brazilians and avenge their 2018 loss to Switzerland. With 
plenty of attacking threat, Serbia will be difficult to defend 
against, and are eager to cause an upset and make it to the 
Round of 16 for the first time ( as Serbia, they had previously 
made it as Yugoslavia). Head coach Stojkovic said that he aims 
to make Serbia "the loose cannon of the World Cup". Let's see 
if he can deliver on that.

This
Dragan Stojkovic (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Did Not Qualify

2006 - Group Stage

2010 - Group Stage

2014 - Did Not Qualify

2018 - Group Stage

Days before the 2006 WC Montenegro split 
from Serbia. However the Serbian/

Montenegro team still played together for 
that tournament, splitting afterward.

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Dusan 
Vlahovic

Aleksander
Mitrovic

Sergej
Milinkovic-Savic

The 22 year old has emerged as one 
of the rising stars in world football 

in the past few years. He plays 
directly, with a nose for goal. He is 

aided by his physical strength, 
allowing him to be a great hold up 
player. A clinical striker, he is a 

deadly partner to Mitrovic

A classy player, Milinkovic-Savic 
holds the midfield for Serbia. Tall 

and physical but also technical and 
light footed, he is a great all-

rounder. The 27 year old is in the 
prime of his career, and is keen on 

making the most of it in this 
showpiece tournament.

An absolute goal scoring machine, 
it's not a surprise that the 27 year old

is his country's leading all time 
scorer. For the past two years he's 
averaged a goal per game for both 

club an country. A powerful presence 
on the field, he is near unstoppable in 

the air and will strike fear in the 
hearts of defeses.



Quater Finals
Best

13th

World Cup 
Appearance

15th
RANKING

SWITZERLAND
La Nati (the team)

(1934), (1938)
       (1954)



                                     Swiss will be tricky customers to deal with this 
year in Qatar. They are very disciplined and organized, especially 
on defense. This makes them very hard to break down, even for 
top class teams; 4 years ago they held Brazil to a 1 all draw. They 
will look to repeat the feat, or maybe do one better and beat 
them. This team is known for punching above their weight, and 
don't back down from anyone. Last summer they made a 
comeback against world champions France in the Euro round of 
16, and took powerhouse Spain all the way to penalties. Their 
game is defense first, fend off the opponent long enough to 
unlock them. On the ball they are a very technical team who can 
pick up the pace if they need to. If they or another group mate 
can steal a result from Brazil, it would blow the group wide open, 
and you bet that Switzerland will back themselves to make it to 
the knockout stages. If they do accomplish that, their tenacity 
will make them a team to look out for.

The
Murat Yakin (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Did Not Qualify

2006 - Round of 16

2010 - Group Stage

2014 - Round of 16

2018 - Round of 16

The headquarters of FIFA is located in 
Zurich, Switzerland

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Granit Xhaka &
Xherdan Shaqiri Yan

Sommer
Breel

EmboloFor some reason I group these two 
together, perhaps it's because they both 
have the 'Xh', or is it is because of their 
antics against Serbia in 2018. Maybe it is 
because, for the last decade these two 
have been the faces of the Swiss. Xhaka 

bosses the midfield both defensivly and on 
the attacking side, and Shaqiri has a 
penchant for scoring dramatic goals. 

These two 30 year olds are the backbone 
of this squad.

Part of the reason it is so hard to score 
against Switzerland is the 33 year old 
Sommer. One of the more underrated 

keepers, he deserves to be in the 
coversation of best in the world. A 

penalty saving specialist with cat-like 
reflexes, Sommer keeps his team alive 
in games, and has especially shown his 
ability when stopping point blanc shots.

In a somewhat older team, the 
energy of 25 year old Embolo is 

appreciated. Usually taking position 
on the wing he can also play as a 

center forward. He has a dangerous 
combination of strength and speed, 
and is more than capable of doing 

some goalscoring as well.



Quater Finals

Best
9th

World Cup 
Appearance

43th
RANKING

CAMEROON
The Indomitable Lions

(1990)



                                                                  had to dig deep against 
Algeria in order to qualify, scoring the winning goal 
with the last kick of the game. They surprised 
everyone then, and are capable of surprising people 
now. The Indomitable Lions are a young, offensive 
minded unit, looking to hit fast and hit hard. 
However, they have been not as great at the back, 
sometimes getting into offensive battles with 
chances being created and given away. If Cameroon 
end up playing like this against the elite attacking 
fire power of it's group-mates, they won't make it 
far. However, if this youthfull side can keep their 
composure and stay in games, they can surely cause 
some trouble.

Cameroon
Rigobert Song (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Group Stage

2006 - Did Not Qualify

2010 - Group Stage

2014 - Group Stage

2018 - Did Not Qualify

In the 2002 AFCON Cameroon wore a sleeveless 
jersey. Fifa banned it so they simply stiched black 

sleeves on it for the WC. Two years later Cameroon 
wore a onsie as a kit. Fifa banned that one too and 

in a show of "don't mess with the boss" docked 6 
points off Cameroon in WC qualifying. 

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Vincent
Aboubakar

Andre
Zambo Anguissa

Eric Maxim
Choupo-Motang

The 30 year old forward is the 
leader if this team, as well as it's 

weapon of choice. 3rd in the all time 
scoring list, Aboubakar was the 

highest scorer in last year's African 
Championship. He will be a threat to 

be wary of in Qatar.

For Cameroon to make a mark in 
Qatar, they'll need the services of 

Anguissa. The 26 year old midfielder 
is a physical presence in the middle 
of the pitch, looking to collect the 
ball and use his dribbling skills to 

bring the ball forward and start the 
attack.

Alongside Aboubakar, Choupo-
Motang is one of the more 

experienced players for Cameroon. 
The 33 year old is a versatile 

forward, able to play in a variety of 
roles, and is solid attacking option 

for thw indomitable lions.



.                             .Education City Stadium

City : AL Rayyan

Capacity : 40,000

Completed : 15/6/20

  Neighbored by universities, this stadium
is nestled in the Education City 
development in Al Rayyan, home to the 
Qatar Foundation for Education, Science 
and Community Development. After the 
WC, 20,000 seats will be given to build
stadiums in developing countires.



Group H
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Semi Finals

Best

9th

World Cup 
Appearance

9th
RANKING

PORTUGAL
Os Navegadores (the navigators)

(1996) (2006)



                                                                            had to come here the hard way. 
After failing to beat Serbia, they had to make their way through a 
play-off round, which they did do fairly comfotably. However 
this failure to top what many had seen as an easy qualification 
draw, and Portugal's lack of success in the recent Euros 
showcased some of the worries fans have about this team. 
Portugal are capable of playing some fantastic football, and are 
sitting on a generational wealth of talent, however the team has 
also played very poorly, and this inconsistency can be their 
downfall. Many place the blame on the coach, who plays a 
pragmatic, less attacking style of football for 'wasting his 
offensive talent'. But however inconsistent they are, Portugal 
still is a top squad, with many star players who's individual 
qualities can win games. They are definately capable of winning 
their group, but if they falter, the group will break wide open and 
Portugal might find themselves in a bit of 
trouble.

Portugal
Fernando Santos (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Group Stage

2006 - Semi Finals

2010 - Round of 16

2014 - Group Stage

2018 - Round of 16

In 2006 Portugal played Netherlands in the Ro16, in 
one of the most infamous matches in football 

history. Known as the Battle of Nuremberg, there 
were 16 yellow and 4 red cards shown in one of the 

most volatile games in history.   

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Cristiano
Ronaldo

Bruno
Fernandes

Bernardo
Silva

The most prolific goalscorer in the history 
of the game, the living legend will look to 
extend his record of most international 

goals all time (117) and just general goals 
all time (815) in Qatar. The 37 year old is 

in the twilight if his career, but he remains 
among the best in the world and can lead 
this Portugese team to what could be his 

first World Cup trophy.

The 27 year old is an energetic, 
attacking midfielder. Fernandes 

looks to play behind the strikers and 
create chances. He is an able 

dribbler, and can play a killer ball to 
his teamates. He is also a capable of 

shooting outside the box, and is a 
threat from any part of the pitch.

In terms of his technique and tactical 
awareness, Bernardo Silva is among 
the worlds best. An elegant player, he 

can carry the ball past players and 
start an attack, and he is smart and 
intuitive on defense. His high class 

game reading and passing make him a 
vital player for the Portugese.



Quater Finals
Best

5th

World Cup 
Appearance

61st
RANKING

GHANA
The Black Stars

(2010)



                         the moment, Ghana is the lowest ranked team coming 
into Qatar, however despite their lackluster form of late, they 
hung on in qualifying and were able to beat Nigeria, who were 30 
places above them in the Fifa rankings. Numbers are only half of 
the picture, and in the World Cup any team can cause a stir; 
something that Ghana fancy themselves to do. And they will be 
especially determined to get revenge on Uruguay for the very 
controversial 2010 quaterfinal; a rematch 12 years in the making. 
A team that has eagerness and plenty of determination, the Black 
Stars will want to show that they are not to be taken lightly, and 
they have plenty of game changers among their ranks. Ghana 
have also run a last minute recruitment campaign, luring many 
dual nationals with great success. These new players can add a 
whole new dimension to this squad, which makes this team very 
unpredictable going into November. At their fullest potential, 
they can hang in there with the best of them,
and make this group a true battle royale.

At
Otto Addo (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Did Not Qualify

2006 - Round of 16

2010 - Quarter Finals

2014 - Group Stage

2018 - Did Not Qualify

The Ghana FA had to charter $3 million to Brazil in 
2014, because the players threatened to boycott 

the tournament if they weren't paid there fees 

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Thomas
Partey

Andre
Ayew

New
Recruits

Thomas Partey plays a critical role 
in Ghana's midfield. Occupying a 
deeper position, his job is to take 

the ball off of opponents and protect 
Ghana's backline. He is also able to 

play offesnively, with good 
distribution of the ball and a good 

shooting foot,

The 32 year old striker has plenty of 
experience, and is on track to be Ghana'
s most capped player of all time. Though 

he is getting up there in age and isn't 
the same striker he was 10 years ago, 
he is still a proficient goal threat. But 
his greatest contribution to the team 

might be his leadership, and the wisdom 
he can share to his teamates.

Ghana's recruitment team really did an 
excellent job, managing to get the services 
of some serious talent. Williams is a solid 
striker with pace and Lamptey is a speedy 

right back who can attack and defend. 
Hudson Odoi will be cleared to join Ghana 
in October in accordance to Fifa rules and 

Nketiah is still mulling it over. Both can 
provide some serious attacking talent. 
Their effect on the team remains to be 

seen however. 

Callum Hudson Odoi

Tariq Lamptey

Eddy Nketiah

Inaki Williams



Champions

Best
15th

World Cup 
Appearance

14th
RANKING

URUGUAY
La Celeste (the sky blue)

(1930) (1940)



                                                only four games left to go in qualifying, 
Uruguay were looking like they wouldn't make it to Qatar, they 
were in 7th place and had to win all four remaining games if they 
wanted a chance. They made the hard choice of replacing their 
coach Oscar Tabarez after 15 years of service. The new hire made 
an instant impact, and after winning all four games, Uruguayan 
dreams were kept alive.  They are coming into a tricky group, all 
the teams have a reasonable chance to make it to the knockout 
rounds, and will fight viciously for the top two spots. That's just 
how La Celeste would like it, they are a tough team themselves 
and love going mano a mano, not shying away from a slug fest 
either. They have a good mix of energetic youth and experienced 
veterens and with their characteristic grit and fighting spirit, 
Urugay will be a tough customer for  any team they face against.

With
Diego Alonso (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Group Stage

2006 - Did Not Qualify

2010 - Semi Finals

2014 - Round of 16

2018 - Round of 16

Uruguay hosted, and won the first World Cup 
in 1930

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Ronald
Araujo

Edinson Cavani &
Luis Suarez

Fredrico
Valverde

The 23 year old is strong, he is fast 
and is a fantasic defender and is on 
the way to becoming a world class 
player. Unfortunately Araujo has a 

thigh injury, for which he underwent 
surgury. He could very well miss 

the World Cup, and if he does, it'll be 
quite a blow to Uruguay.

Suarez and Cavani have been 
heading Uruguay's attack for a long 

time. The strike partners are the 
top two all time goalscorers for 
Uruguay with 126 goals between 

them. The hard working Cavani and 
the fearsome Suarez will look to 
give Uruguay one last go in Qatar.

The highly versatile Valverde is a 
irreplaceable member of this team. 

The 24 year old has the capabilities to 
play in any position, anywhere on the 

field and is a coach's dream. He 
covers nearly all of the field, and his 
tireless running makes him doubly 

important on a team with more than a 
few older players.
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World Cup 
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SOUTH KOREA
Taeguk Warriors

(2002)



                                                                          into their 10th consecutive 
World Cup, South Korea will hope to make it out of the group 
stage for the first time in 12 years. However in the 2018 World 
Cup, even though they failed to enter the knockout rounds, 
they were able to beat Germany (the reigning champions at the 
time) in a famous win. That victory inspired a nation, and the 
Koreans are hopeful that it was a sign of good things to come. A 
solid team, the Taeguk Warriors can surprise opponents with 
their relentlessnes and aggressiveness. This team strength lies 
in it's attack, and when they pounce on the counter attack they 
are deadly. If South Korea can take a point off of the two big 
fish of the group (Portugal & Uruguay), they can blow the group 
wide open, and from then on it's anyones game. Out of all the 
teams from Asia, Korea has the best chance to represent their 
continent in the knockout rounds, and just maybe
they can match their best ever run by making
it to the semis.

Coming
Paulo Bento  (c)

PLAYERS

World Cup History

2002 - Semi Finals

2006 - Group Stage

2010 - Round of 16

2014 - Group Stage

2018 - Group Stage

Heung-Min Son and his teamates avoided the
mandatory 21 month millitary service in  

  S.Korea by winning the 2018 Asian Games, 
  thus earning an exemption.

FUN FACT

TO WATCH

Heung-Min
Son

Hee-Chang
Hwang

Min-jae
Kim

The 7 time Asian Player of the Year, and 
the current English Premier League 

Golden Boot, Son is everything for this 
Korean team. Lightning fast with fluid 

dribbling and with amazing shooting ability 
with both feet, Son isn't just Asia's best 
player but among the best in the entire 
world. This team relies heavily on their 

talisman, and the fate of his nation 
depends almost solely on him.

The 26 year old will aim to help out 
his captain in the attack. Strong and 

fast, he's been called "The Bull". 
Hwang plays direct, not afraid to 

run towards the box and take shots, 
he is a natural goal scorer. If he and 

Son start clicking, they can turn 
defenses inside out.

A stalwart at the backline, Kim has 
made himself known over these past

few months, when he shut down 
Liverpool's highly rated attackers in 
the Champions League. The 26 year 
old is strong as well as technically 
sound. He'll look to keep Korea's 
high powered opponents in check.



(note I am excluding players that I already put in 'Players to Watch')

Young Stars
    From 17 year old Pele in 1958 to Mbappe in 2018, the World Cup has 
always been a time where some of the best young talent can show-
case their skills on the biggest stage. This year is no different as
there are a plethera of young men eager to make a name for them-
selves. Some may play and make a difference for their teams, 
others might not even start. Who knows?  I've compiled a list of
a few young stars who are worth keeping an eye on come December.

Pablo 'Gavi' Gavira
Phil Foden Rafael Leao Jamal Musiala

Takefusa Kubo
Ryan Gravenberch

Mohamed Daramy Marcelo Flores Giovanni 'Gio' Reyna
Julian Alvarez

Bukayo Saka

Bamba Dieng

Brenden Aaronson

SPAIN
ENGLAND

JAPAN

 "He is an erupting volcano
it is very hard not to fall
in love with Gavi"

"If Phil Foden continues
down this rate, he goes 
down as the best English
player of all time"

 "He has an incredible ability to set up 
goals and get past people. And then he 
has a speed that... I’m not sure anyone 
can keep up when he gets going."

"The quality of Kubo is 
something that special players 
can bring, something more, like 
the high level players do, the 
quality to make a difference 
individually"

18 YRS

 “He is fast, strong with 
the ball and technically 
skilled. Maybe he needs 
a little more patience 
and will surely mature 
in the next few years.”

 He has a lot of 
explosiveness and a 
good quality of shot. 
He's a player with great 
potential"

DENMARK
MEXICO

U.S.A.

20 YRS 20 YRS

18 YRS

SENEGAL
22 YRS

U.S.A
21 YRS

 "The guy will run 
through a wall, not in a 
moronic sense, but he’s 
just got a wonderful 
heart and grit that I 
think a lot of people will 
gravitate to."

22 YRS

22 YRS

23 YRS
19 YRS

GERMANY

"The boy is very confident on the 
ball, quick on his feet and hard to 
defend. A very big talent."

21 YRS

20 YRS

"This type of player 
doesn't grow on trees.
From a Mexican 
standpoint this is their 
future."

Aurelien Tchouameni
Jude Bellingham Charles De Ketelaere

Mikkel Damsgard

Darwin Nunez

FRANCE

ENGLAND
BELGIUM DENMARK

22 YRS

19 YRS 21 YRS

"He is a complete 
midfielder, very fast 
and physically strong, 
he reminds me of 
Steven Gerrard"

Antony

BRAZIL
22 YRS

23 YRS

"He is the real deal... a 
flashy, tricky winger 
who can irritate the 
opposing fans"

PORTUGAL

“Well, Gio’s a difference 
maker, we know that. We 
know that he can make a 
difference when he’s on the 
ball with his final pass, with 
his finishing actions.

"He has enormous 
potential. He already has 
astonishing quality with 
and without the ball, while 
he also has a strong 
mentality."

19 YRS

URUGUAY

U.S.A.
19 YRS

FRANCEFRANCE

“I have 15 years of 
international experience. I 
know a thing or two about 
forwards. And I told them, ‘
pay attention to this one, 
he’s very good, he shows 
interesting things’.

NETHERLANDS

"He’s one of Europe’s best young players, has 
excellent technique, always finds solutions in tight 
space, is very dynamic and a goal threat."

ARGENTINA

ENGLAND

"We firmly believe 
he's one of the best 
young attacking 
players in South 
America"

"Everybody is talking 
about Manchester 
City's Phil Foden, this 
lad is just as good if 
not better"

"His technical 
qualities are 
stunning, his clever 
touches accelerate 
the play. He is going 
to reach the top."

“Yunus Musah will be the 
breakout star of this 
World Cup, I think [he has
the] potential to be the 
best player on the team.  
A guy that I just think is 
unworldly different." 

19 YRS

Yunus Musah
Edwardo Camavinga

22 YRS

 "There is no question he's 
a prodigy, but let's not put 
too much pressure on him"

“He is so talented, 
intelligent and mature that 
he always looks in his 
element.He is not fazed by 
anything. Every time, he 
has to go a step higher, he 
does.” -Julien Stephan, 

Former Rennes Manager

-Stu Holden, 
Analyst, Former Player

-Henk Vanhee,
Vocalist, Cowboys & Aliens

-Txiki Begiristain,
Director of Football-Manchester City

-Julian Nagelsmann,
Bayern Munich Manager

-Simon Kjaer, Current Player

-Greg Berhalter,
U.S.A. Manager

-Michael Zorc, Former Sporting Director
of Dortmund

-Luis Suarez, Current Player

-Kevin Van Nunen,
Journalist

-Paul Mitchell
AS Monaco Sporting Director

-Herculez Gomez
 Commentator, Former Player

-Joleon Lescott, 
England U21 Coach

-Luis Enrique,
Spain Manager

-Bastian Moeller,
Journalist

-Jorge Sampaoli, 
Former Marseille Manager 

-Alexi Lalas
Commentator, Former Player

-Hasan Salihamidzic,
Bayern Munich Sporting Director-Philippe Troussier, 

Former Japan Manager

-Claudio Ranieri,
Former Manager

-Garth Crooks,
Pundit, Former PLayer



THE KITS
What the teams are wearing to Qatar. Ordered by the kit 

sponsors

AUSTRALIA

home away

BRAZIL

home away

CANADA

home away



ENGLAND

home away

CROATIA

home away

FRANCE

home away

NETHERLANDS

home away



PORTUGAL

home away

POLAND

home away

QATAR

home away

SAUDI ARABIA

home away



U.S.A.

home away

SOUTH KOREA

home away

ARGENTINA

home away



GERMANY

home away

JAPAN

home away

MEXICO

home away

BELGIUM

home away



WALES

home away

GHANA

home away

SPAIN

home away



SENEGAL

home away

MOROCCO

home away

SWITZERLAND

home away

SERBIA

home away



Kits Unreleased as of October 13th

URUGUAY

home away

COSTA RICA

home away

CAMEROON

home away

ONE ALL SPORT 

? ?



DENMARK

home away

ECUADOR

home away

marathon



IRAN

home away

TUNISIA

home away

MAJID
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World Cup Schedule

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Game Times
(EST)

5:00 AM 8:00 AM 10:00 AM

2:00 PM11:00 AM

Qatar vs Ecuador England vs Iran Argentina vs 
Saudi Arabia

Denamrk vs Tunisia

Mexico vs Poland
France vs Australia

Ecuador vs Senegal

Nehterlands vs 
Qatar

Iran vs USA

Wales vs England

Cameroon vs
Serbia

S.Korea vs Ghana
Brazil vs 

Switzerland
Portugal vs Uruguay

Japan vs Costa Rica

Belgium vs Morocco

Croatia vs Canada

Spain vs Germany

Tunisia vs France
Australia vs 

Denmark

Poland vs
Argentina

Saudia vs Mexico

Morocco vs Croatia

Germany vs Japan

Spain vs Costa Rica

Belgium vs Canada

Croatia vs Belgium

Canada vs Morocco

Japan vs Spain
Germany vs
Costa Rica

S.Korea vs 
Portugal

Ghana vs Uruguay
Serbia vs

Switzerland
Brazil vs Cameroon

Senegal vs 
Nehterlands
USA vs Wales

Switzerland vs
Cameroon

Uruguay vs S.Korea

Portugal vs Ghana

Brazil vs Serbia

Wales vs Iran

Qatar vs Senegal
Netherlands vs 

Equador
USA vs England

Tunisia vs
Australia

Poland vs Saudia

Francs vs Denamark
Argentina vs

Mexico

Round of 16 [ 1 ]

Round of 16 [ 2 ]

Round of 16 [ 3 ]

Round of 16 [ 4 ]

Round of 16 [ 3 ]

Third Place
Match

The 
Final

Round of 16 [ 4 ]

Quarter Final [ 1 ]

Quarter Final [2]

Semi Final Semi Final

Quarter Final [ 1 ]

Quarter Final [2]
Round of 16 [ 3 ]

Round of 16 [ 4 ]

Round of 16 [ 1 ]

Path A

Round of 16 [ 2 ]

Path B Path B

Path B

Path A

Path A

Path A Path B

Rest
 Day

Rest
 Day

Rest
 Day

Rest
 Day

Rest
 Day

Rest
 Day

NOV
20
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World Cup Schedule Better For Printing Version

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Game Times
(EST)

5:00 AM 8:00 AM 10:00 AM

2:00 PM11:00 AM

Qatar vs Ecuador England vs Iran Argentina vs 
Saudi Arabia

Denamrk vs Tunisia

Mexico vs Poland
France vs Australia

Ecuador vs Senegal

Nehterlands vs 
Qatar

Iran vs USA

Wales vs England

Cameroon vs
Serbia

S.Korea vs Ghana
Brazil vs 

Switzerland
Portugal vs Uruguay

Japan vs Costa Rica

Belgium vs Morocco

Croatia vs Canada

Spain vs Germany

Tunisia vs France
Australia vs 

Denmark

Poland vs
Argentina

Saudia vs Mexico

Morocco vs Croatia

Germany vs Japan

Spain vs Costa Rica

Belgium vs Canada

Croatia vs Belgium

Canada vs Morocco

Japan vs Spain
Germany vs
Costa Rica

S.Korea vs 
Portugal

Ghana vs Uruguay
Serbia vs

Switzerland
Brazil vs Cameroon

Senegal vs 
Nehterlands
USA vs Wales

Switzerland vs
Cameroon

Uruguay vs S.Korea

Portugal vs Ghana

Brazil vs Serbia

Wales vs Iran

Qatar vs Senegal
Netherlands vs 

Equador
USA vs England

Tunisia vs
Australia

Poland vs Saudia

Francs vs Denamark
Argentina vs

Mexico

Round of 16 [ 1 ]

Round of 16 [ 2 ]

Round of 16 [ 3 ]

Round of 16 [ 4 ]

Round of 16 [ 3 ]

Third Place
Match

The 
Final

Round of 16 [ 4 ]

Quarter Final [ 1 ]

Quarter Final [2]

Semi Final Semi Final

Quarter Final [ 1 ]

Quarter Final [2]
Round of 16 [ 3 ]

Round of 16 [ 4 ]

Round of 16 [ 1 ]

Path A

Round of 16 [ 2 ]

Path B Path B

Path B

Path A

Path A

Path A Path B

Rest
 Day

Rest
 Day

Rest
 Day

Rest
 Day

Rest
 Day

Rest
 Day

NOV
20



Round of 16 Round of 16

Round of 16Round of 16

Quarter Finals Quarter Finals

Quarter FinalsQuarter Finals

Semi Finals Semi Finals

Group A Group B

Group D

Group F

Group H

Group C

Group E

Group G

A1 vs B2 B1 vs A2

D1 vs C2

F1 vs E2

H1 vs G2

C1 vs D2

E1 vs F2

G1 vs H2

Qatar
Ecuador
Senegal
Netherlands

Argentina
Saudi Arabia
Mexico
Poland

Spain
Costa Rica
Germany
Japan

Brazil
Serbia
Switzerland
Cameroon

A1______      A2______ B1______      B2______

D1______      D2______

F1______      F2______

H1______      H2______

C1______      C2______

E1______      E2______

G1______      G2______

England
Iran
U.S.A.
Wales

France
Australia
Denmark
Tunisia

Belgium
Canada
Morocco
Croatia

Portugal
Ghana
Uruguay
South Korea

The Final

World Cup
Bracket
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